N Graphic Design




“Nothing should be placed on the page arbitrarily. Every item
should have a visual connection with sometning else on the

page.
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Ving vour design problams

A great example of this principle Is
demonstrated at the left. The Design
Solutions webpage on the left has
elements that are placed on the page
without any concern for alignment. You
have mixed alignments - left justifieq,
center justified, and full justification.

On the right, the design has moved
completely to left justification. Not only
that, but blocks of text are aligned on their
left edges, forming a visual line - a visual
connection between the parts.

Can you feel the difference that makes”?
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Things Learnt Over the

Look at the booklet layout at left. It uses a number of design principles.
Repetition and alignment are used on the big, bold heading numbers. This
provides consistency across the document. It provides visual organization.
Because they are so much bigger than any other type, they draw your eyes
o them first - the principle of contrast.

Colors are used for interest and organization. You can tell what section you
are in by the colors. How have the color blocks been aligned?

The main headings of each section are consistently aligned, repeating the
same font and size. This is true of the subheadings as well.

The columns of text are aligned throughout the document. Without
reading the text, you can tell by design how the document is organized.
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Insert introductory santence here. Insert introductory senternce here. Insert
niroguctory sentence nére. insart introgductory sentence hese
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‘Inaart quole hare. Indart quole hare. Inaart quote hars. Insart
quole here. inserl quale heve. Insert quole Here, Insert quole
here. Insert quole heére. Insert quote here. ™

In the publishing Industry, grid
systems are often used to assist with
alignment. The grid offers many
choices for how you size and place
elements on a layout, and the grid
serves as an underlying structure
that provides consistency and unity
to the layout.
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sturTeRnEn Some pointers for using alignment effectively...

Fate sy 6, D ( ]ur. H_t{ Iy
R * Pick a strong alignment and stick with it!

e | eft or Right alignments provide a stronger visual line to
connect elements together. Center alignment is much weaker
and more formal.

¢ Find a strong line in your document or image and use it! Build
around 1t.

¢ Horizontal lines are like the Earth's horizon - peaceful, steady,
cam.

e Diagonal lines are energetic, and filed with maotion, playful.
e Curved alignments are interesting, sensual, chaotic.

® You can use more than one alignment - only do it with a
critical eye for unity and consistency in your design. 100 much
randomness will look trashy. In Christina’s réesumeé, the strong
vertical line acts as a center to builld alignments around - and soO
the right and left justified text looks unified along that strong line.

Alignment will organize, and unify your designs! Use it!
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vas put together by Nathan Smith. It may be freely used for educational purposes.
in Smith. All other images are by various artists — and were found on Pinterest.com



